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© " _.Earth Facts

ée we’ c me, Earth is the thlrd rock from the sun and the only planet with known life on it
an( | lots of ittoo! Earth is the third planet from the Sun and theTfifth largest planet in the Solar
_9ste,m with the hlghest density. It is, eurrently the only known location where life is present.

-

) 4 -

" Facty'& Summary ¥ 3

_ rQallzatlon that Earth is a plane@@#and a planet among man%thers E establlshed “falrly”

. tly, in the 17th century - this realization came through by the combined forces of ancient
| i'jph|%nsophers, mathematicians, and astronomers

. Plato correctly deduced that the Ea.rtl'rls spherlcal but this idea would take root and be proven

~ much later. o -

e The name “Earth” - is at least 1.000 years old, and-it is a-Germanic'word whlch simply | translates
to “the ground.” It i5 unkrown wlio came up W|th it"but it«is the only planet‘th@t.wasn"{ named
after,a Greek or Roman god. - : %~ Pr .

e Earth is estimated todave formed around 4.5 billion yea[s 'ago almost ene-fr#the age of
the universe - through-accretion<from the solar hebuta.®* -~ . E _— L

_e Earthis the third.planet from the Sun, at a distance of. 1 AU/147-m|ll|on kmfgl-n%gn miles. ~ -

e Itis the fifth-largest planet in the Solar System, being the largest of the terrestrial planets. ~

‘e It has an equatenal radius of 6.371 km / 3.958 mi, and a polar radius of 6.356 km / 3. 949 _mi, -
meanmg ‘it is not gompletely spherical but rather bulged atthe equator due to rotatlon

« The Earth has a diameter of 12.742 km / 7.917 mi. . -

o Earth has a m@88 of about 6.6 sextillion tons ancl_a volumg of about 260 b|ll|on Cublc miles / 1
trillion cubic kilometres.

» The surface area of Earghds about 197 millidn square miles / 510 million square kilometres.

 Around 71% of the surface.is covered by-water and 29% by land.

e The water is 3% fresh-and 97% salted. Of that 3% freshwater, over 2% is frozen in ice sheets and
glaciers’'meaning that less thap 1% is freshwater found in lakes, rivers, and the underground.

e The continentef Asia covers about 30% of all the land and around 60% of the world’s populatlon

* The atmosp of Earth is composed of roughly 78% nitrogen, 21% oxygen, 0.97% argon and
carbon dioxide and about 0.04% other gases and water vapor. The mlxture of &e&lsﬁommonly
known as air. ;

e The thickness of the atmosphere is about 60 miles: I 96 kllometres The atmosphe €

~ divided into 6 layers: troposphere, st@sphere, r;nesoSphere, thermosphere;
ionosphere." : n -1 nine




