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- 7 “Jupiter Facts

_ _|t'er rs a masswe planet, twice the size of all 6ther planets cormbined and has a centurles-old

'-"' . . storm that is,bigger than Earth.

the fifth planet.from the Sun and the largest planet of the Solar,Sys;em Jupiter is the oldest

net off&e Solar S,ystem thus it was t!ﬁrst to take shape out of the remains of the solar nebula.
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.T ’ acts & Summary
f‘ﬁ As %the fourth brightest ob‘ject in the sky, Juplter was observed since ahcient times and so one

~'can be credited for its dlscovery However, the first telescopic observations were conducted by
~ Galileo Galileiin 1609 and in 161d' Galileo also discovered the majar moons of Jupiter.

e Since many cultures observed Juplter, they all gave-it different-names but the Roman name

remained used in the.majority o'f-cultures Jupiter is named after the prmmpal Rorf;an god the "

“ equiyalent of the Greek god Z-eus .. 2 -9 -‘ .

O,Jupu:er is one of thesfive visible planets (Mercyry, Venus,; Md'rs Saturn), being. 'fth 'm'ost
distant fron the Sun at an average distance of 5.2 AU. * .. - e

o Itisthe blggest planet of the Solar System, with a mean radius of 43.440-m|l /bau km, ° -

e Jupiter is twice as large as all the other planets combined having 318 times the @ss of Earth.

e The gas gfant has a gravity of 24.79 m/s?, a little more than-twice of Earth. Its powerful grawty

has been used to rl spacecraft into the farthest regions of the'solar system.
Jupiter rotates ce every 10 hours - A Jovian day - the sho;test day of all the planets.

-A Jovian year tbout 12 Eartf years, quite long in comparlson to its short days.

Since Jupiter Aas a:small axial tilt of only 3.13 d’egrees, it has little seasonal variations.*

Jupiter does not have a,solld-surface being comprised mostly out of swirling gases and liquids

such as 909ﬂydrogen 10% helium = very similar to the sun.

e A very small fraction of the atmosphere is made up of compounds such as ammonia, sulphur,
methane, and water vapor. Jupiter’s atmosphere is the largest planetary atmosphere in the
solar system,it makes up almostthe entire planet.

e Jupiter has 3fing systems though they are fainter and smaller than Saturn- s-.. Th,‘ay'are mostly
made up of dust and small rocky pieces. o

e A distinct feature of Jupiter is its Great Red Spot - a persrs.tent. Irhgh-pre .

.atmosphere that produces an anticyclonic storm, the largest in the solar §ystem

observed since 1830 and itis active foWndreds Qf years. It is also shrinking. - -
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