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Jgs - ¢ -SaturnFacts.

nis the recognizable planet with a system of icy ri ngs. It is the sixth planet ffom the Sun
: gththe largest planetary rings in the Solar System. Saturn is the second- -largest planet after
R }! % Juplter and has sur.passed the.number of Jupiter’s moons.
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Since ancient times Saturn was kn to.humanity because o?ts'brightness and closeness to
oA Eaﬂh It’s not possible to_give someone credit for the discovery of Saturn, however, the first
= telescopic observation was conducted by Galileo Galilei in 1610. " -

* The dlscovery of the rings was made b& Christiaan Huygens in 1659 g .

* e Saturn is named after the Roman god of harvest and time. '

e Saturn is the second- largest planet of the Solar System sécond only to.Juplter, ha.vmg a radlus-
of 58.232 km or 36.183 m¥, abouthine times that of Earth “It’s diameter is 120 536-km/74.897 m,

almost 9.5 times bigger thanthe diameter of Earth and, a shrface area abouthJ.';’?reater.l
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*” The'rings of Saturn dPe the most extensive of any otheI planet. They cannot’b N without an
unaided eye. Generally, only-3 fings can be seen by regular telescopes powérf lescopes:can.
. view 8 rings andwhen the spacecraft Cassini orbited Saturn, it counted wellabove 30 rings. It is
important to understand that these rings are actually countless since they are comprlsed of _
milliofis of generally sntall rocks creating illusions of ring systems. * T
e The rlng syste Saturn can extend up to 282.000 km/175.000 m from theplanet.
*e Saturn has t west density of all the planets at 687 kgfm“ which is lighter than water, so |f
placed on waf@r, it would float. . S
e The planet is largely made up of gases sych as hydrogen and helium. It’s atmosphere is
composed of ammonrix — yellow, .ammonia hydrosulphide - orange, and water - whlte =
influence the planet's-colourful appearance of a brewnish-yellow.
Saturn rotates qmckly on its axis, completing a rotation or day in about 10.6 hours, but it’s orbit
aroun&he Sun is slow,co-mpletmg one trip around the Sun or a year, in about 29.5 Earth years.
The temper?e of Saturn’s upper atmosphere is on average about-175C (-235F), qurte cold for
a gas glant while below the clouds it gets considerably hotter. ' N L
Saturn is the “king of the moons” in the Solar System, having a total of 8,2 conﬁﬁmgd-a d;d verse
satellites that range from.a couple of meters to several hundred kltometres, Faggle o s
- Saturn has seven major satellites with one of them being even bigger than the pla ry
_Titan is.the first discovered moon of S*rn It was discovered in 1655 by ast’ro
. Huygens. It is the largest moon-of Satg&l -and the second- blggest moon in the S0
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